II.   CHAPTER VIII                             lal

when unity was the crying need of the hour. The close
association of the people of all creeds, Vedic and even non-
Vedic# during the several centuries and the religious policy
of the kings of Karnataka were largely instrumental in
creating synthetic understanding and unifying all the
sections of society in Karnataka. The good relations, which
the Vijayanagara kings tried to maintain between the Hindus
and the Mohammadens place in bold relief their policy of
religious toleration, chiefly when we remember that the
whole history of the Empire is a long record of hostilities
between the rulers of both the communities. This clearly
shows that the quarrel of the great Hindu Empire was not
with the religion or the people of their Mohammaden
enemies but with their policy of religious and political
exploitation. It is true that the average citizen of Vijaya-
nagara could not have always made such a nice distinction
and there might have been occasional conflicts of a commu-
nal nature. But the broadbased policy of the Empire put
an effective check on ail the intransigent activities of its
subjects. As has been remarked "the Hindu rulers gave
concrete expression to their desire to promote good feelings
with their avowed enemies in their mode of receiving foreign
ambassadors, in the aid which they gave the Mohammadens
against their own enemies, in their willingness to enlist
foreigners, and finally, in promoting the cause of Islam in
their Empire".l

We need not go into the details of political history in
order to prove the veracity of this statement.   It may
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